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The red crayfish is the only one of its kind during and just after a rainfall enter the land. In its native 
habitat in South part of America and Mexico, this period symbolizes the mating season. On the 
land, they go in search of new species and habitats. The rain that many people experience as 
negative, is for the red crayfish just a positive element. On Oosterdokeiland the landscape goes 
along in this experience. During a rainfall the landscape changed temporarily and functional 
routes from A to B disappear, a new rain puddles landscape is creating.

The quay edge is transformed into a slope of 45o so the red crayfish from the Oosterdok can 
enter the quay. By placing a double row of piles in the water, the waves become broken. This 
makes it possible for bank vegetation to  to establish themselves, the flora and fauna that will 
arise are the food source for the red crayfish.

On the quay elevated paths and paving pattern exchanging. The pattern, based on the movements 
of the crayfish, has different heights which will create geometric puddles during the rainfall. 
Based on the intensity and the length of the rainfall the landscape changed. Puddles during the 
rain will grow in a geometric shape, but will also disappear in a geometric shape. The change of 
the landscape in combination with the surprising effect how deep a rain puddle will be when you 
jumping in to it, gives rain a new experience value.

The functional footpaths are close to the facades. The paths are deepened allowing pedestrians 
are forced to take another route and go experience the temporary changing landscape during 
a rainfall. The cycle paths are elevated as the second pedestrian path. The  elevations create 
shelters for natural enemies of the red crayfish such as the heron, cormorants and spoonbills.

Against the buildings is a watercourse with natural banks. Red crayfish can hide and foraging 
here. Also the nesting grounds are placed here, tubes filled with sand above the water line 
incorporated into the walls of the buildings. In the nests they will start to reproduce. The red 
crayfish reproduce two times a year with 600 eggs. The young red crayfishes will remain in the 
nest for about 8 weeks and thereafter settle in the watercourse. By the next rainfall large numbers 
will leave the watercourse again and looking for a new habitat.

That the Red crayfish reproduce quickly and in large numbers, makes it very suitable for 
consumption. In line with the alleys are plateaus formed by the confluence of different paths. 
At these nodes encounters will occur in the temporary rain landscape between people, like the 
red crayfish will meet his fellows. The plateaus are also a suitable place to catch red crayfish for 
consumption.

“A place to jump in the rain puddles, 
to spot and catch red crayfish, in 

order to meet just as the red crayfish 
and experience the temporary changing 
landscape. Because just as suddenly 

as it arises, it will disappear “
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