
             

Building for biodiversity  
increases the quality of life in the city 
 
 
The Next City 
By 2050 about 75% of the people live in cities. Increased urban density decreases 
the quality of life. nextcity.nl envisions an alternative approach to urban life. “We will 
live with life” by linking design and nature to demographic and spatial adaptations. 
 
Quality of life 
Nature provides vital necessities: food, building materials and medicine. It satisfies 
urban needs such as clean air, shade and beauty. nextcity.nl regards a strong 
ecosystem and biodiversity as fundamental design responsibilities. Larger species 
richness supports quality of life in all of its facets. 
 
How to build for biodiversity 
Grounding its work in cutting edge research, nextcity.nl advises to use 6 tools to build 
nature inclusive cities, buildings and public spaces: 

1. Connectivity 
Connections at every scale are important for biodiversity. Think walkways, waterways 
and air corridors for plant and animal species. 
 
2. Redundancy 
Continuity of biodiversity demands overlap and backing-up of certain species. 
Decline of one is then compensated by growth of another. 

3. Modularity 
Spatial modules who thrive on their own strengthen biodiversity. This works for small 
public spaces, building blocks, neighbourhoods and entire districts.  
 
4. Diversity 
Multiscale variety in use, building materials and maintenance of green increases 
biodiversity. Even a tiny patch of uncut grass enhances the urban ecosystem. 
 
5. Stewardship 
Increasing biodiversity is a joint responsibility. Stewardship implies a change in our 
attitudes and behaviour. 
 
6. Communication 
Information and ambassadors are vital for initiators’ success. Spread the word and 
start now. 

Colophon:  

The platform nextcity.nl curates solutions for nature inclusive 
design and construction. nextcity.nl guides policy makers and builds professionals. It helps 
stakeholders to increase biodiversity with strategic advice and hands on solutions.  
 

  

The Amsterdam Academy of Architecture teaches architecture, urbanism and landscape architecture. 
Maike van Stiphout is head and Mathias Lehner teaches at the Academy’s department of landscape 
architecture. Depicted projects are results by design studios focussing on building for biodiversity.  


