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To survive the 65m long bridges and viaducts, the current 
maintance path is extend to a 2m passage. 

To make more distance between the current lines, there is space for trees and bushes to 
grow. The scape of the sand landscape changed every day. The Natterjack found his way 
under the railway.

One Railway line and platform make space for the Natterjack and a lot of other animals to pass the station. To 
open the roof and take the stones away, strong plants get the opportunityto grow. It’s never boring anymore to wait 
on your train, because you have enough to see and to hear from the wildlife that’s passing by.
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Traditionally we think that nature and cities are in conflict, but in the reality there are many 
animals living in the city. The biodiversity in the city, particularly on the edge of the city, are 
bigger than the modern countryside, that’s the conclusion of different studies. To create an 
urban environment where people and animals life together, we provide habitat for animals 
on Oosterdok, a dense urban environment on the east side of Amsterdam Central Station. 
Oosterdok is separated in two species by the railway line, an important line for animals 
to enter the city. The track are part of the ecological structure, but in this area, retaining 
walls, bridges and the high dense of the Central Station forms a gap in this structure. 
A pity for the Natterjack, a red species that’s living on this moment in Westerpark and 
Rietlandpark, 2,5km away from Oosterdok. By removing the barriers we created a great 
corridor to connect the two habitats of the Natterjack. 

As a pioneer species, the Natterjack, appreciated the ‘hard’ landscape the railway lines 
provide. They love the isolated character, the slopes, the annual weeds and the low 
maintenance. By using the qualities of this microclimate, created space and take the 
stones of the foundation away, a dynamic sandy pioneer landscape arises. During his trip 
in the new corridor, the Natterjack had to pass the Central Station, a couple of bridges 
and Oosterdok. 

In the Central Station a few railway lines makes space for the Natterjack. One of the 
platforms is taken over by nature, where bushes creates a safety place. A lot of sand and 
low vegetation makes it possible for the Natterjack to catch his food and see his predictors 

on time. The roof in this area of the station is open, so the rain can creates temporary 
shallow where they can feed without the risk of desiccation. In addition, the sun is 
coming in, as a cold-blooded animal he need the sun to get on temperature. In the 
night from April to August you can here in the Central station a great concert of the 
Natterjack, that’s try to attack a lady!  

To pass the water and the roads, there are on both sides of the current bridges 
passage of 2m wide. This is enough for the Natterjack to pass the 65m long railway. 
The basement of the passage is sand with a few bushes, it’s important that the top is 
open, because of the temperature of the body. 

In the area of Oosterdok there is space to make more distance between the current 
railways and use the whole area. Trees and bushes get the chance to grow, sand 
dunes are free to change all the time and created place for impermanent water. As 
traveler you have are surprised by the view. 

Besides creating an important corridor for the Natterjack and many other animals, the 
experience of the train passenger to entre Amsterdam is complete different. For a few 
minutes, you are part of the habitat of the Natterjack. It’s never boring anymore to wait 
on your train, because you have enough to see and to hear from the wildlife that’s 
passing by the Central Station of Amsterdam.   

Live concert in Central Station
April - august 11.00 pm


